Introduction & Insight Into This Weeks Prophet-Zechariah

Peace & Justice Reign

Who wrote the book?

Grandson of the priest Iddo, Zechariah prophesied to the people of Judah after they returned
from their seventy years of exile in Babylon (Zechariah 1:1; Nehemiah 12:1, 4, 16). Zechariah’s
grandfather returned from Babylon, his young grandson in tow, with the first group of Israelites
allowed back, in 538 BC under the decree of Cyrus, king of Persia. Because of his family
lineage, Zechariah was a priest in addition to a prophet. He, therefore, would have had an
intimate familiarity with the worship practices of the Jews, even if he had never served in a
completed temple. As a “young man” at the time of his first prophecies (Zechariah 2:4), his life
more than likely extended into the reign of Xerxes | (485465 BC), the king best known in the
Bible for making Esther the queen of Persia (Esther 1:1).

Where are we?

Zechariah, a young man, especially when compared to his contemporary Haggai, came alongside
the older prophet to deliver messages from the Lord to the Jewish remnant recently returned
from Babylon. While Haggai’s overall message had more of a cautionary tone to it (pointing out
the Jews’ sin and self-focus), Zechariah emphasized a tone of encouragement to the struggling
Israelites trying to rebuild their temple.

Zechariah’s dated visions and messages in chapters 1-8 all take place in the same general time
period as Haggai’s, beginning in October—-November 520 BC with a call for the people of Judah
to repent (Zechariah 1:1). He then received eight visions on the restless night of February 15, 519
BC (1:7), followed by four messages that he preached on December 7, 518 BC (7:1). Though his
final messages in chapters 9-14 go undated, the mention of Greece in 9:13 suggests the
prophecies came much later in his life, presumably sometime in the 480s BC, before Ezra (458
BC) and Nehemiah (444 BC) arrived to again revitalize the Jewish people.

Why is Zechariah so important?

The book of Zechariah contains the clearest and the largest number of messianic (about the
Messiah) passages among the Minor Prophets. In that respect, it’s possible to think of the book
of Zechariah as a kind of miniature book of Isaiah. Zechariah pictures Christ in both His first
coming (Zechariah 9:9) and His second coming (9:10-10:12). Jesus will come, according to
Zechariah, as Savior, Judge, and ultimately, as the righteous King ruling His people from
Jerusalem (14:8-9).

What's the big idea?

Meaning “Yahweh remembers,” Zechariah’s name was appropriate to the purpose of his
prophecies.? His book brims over with the hope that God would remember His promises to His
people, even after all the time they spent outside the land. The prophet used a simple structure of
eight visions (Zechariah 1:1-6:15), four messages (7:1-8:23), and two oracles (9:1-14:21) to
anticipate the completion of the temple and, ultimately, the future reign of the Messiah from
Jerusalem. Like many of the prophets, Zechariah saw isolated snapshots of the future; therefore,
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certain events that seem to occur one right after the other in Zechariah’s prophecy actually often
have generations or even millennia between them.

For a people newly returned from exile, Zechariah provided specific prophecy about their
immediate and distant future—no doubt a great encouragement. Their nation would still be
judged for sin (5:1-11), but they would also be cleansed and restored (3:1-10), and God would
rebuild His people (1:7-17). Zechariah concluded his book by looking into the distant future,
first at the rejection of the Messiah by Israel (9:1-11:17), and then at His eventual reign when
Israel will finally be delivered (12:1-14:21).

How do I apply this?

Have you struggled with discouragement? Read Zechariah. While the book contains its share of
judgments on the people of Judah and beyond, it overflows with hope in the future reign of the
Lord over His people. It’s easy to get caught up in the oftentimes depressing events of day-to-
day life, to lose our perspective and live as people without hope. The book of Zechariah serves as
a correction for that tendency in our lives. We have a hope that is sure. How refreshing!

BIBLE STUDY AIDS
Zechariah Overview Chart
Call to Encouragement Encouragement and Hope
Repentance and Motivation
Visions Questions Predictions
Horses and riders Fasting First “Oracle”:
Horns and craftsmen Failure Rejection of Messiah

Preservation of Israel
Deception of false prophets

Surveyor and measuring line Future of Zion

Joshua (the priest) and Satan

Lampstand and seven lights
Flying scroll and warning
Woman and a basket
Chariots and judgment

CHAPTERS 7-8

Second “Oracle™
Israel’s final victory
Messiah's final victory

CHAPTERS 9-14

CHAPTER 1:1-6 CHAPTERS 1:7-6:15
Time Written during the building of the temple Written after completion of the temple
To give the workers hope that there was
To motivate those working on the temple to continue in spite of a better day, a far more glorious day yet
Purpose their own crop failures and financial distress. Rather than rebuking to come. Vivid scenes of Messiah are
or condemning, Zechariah inspired the people to work. included. He is revealed as coming,
rejected, returning, and conquering.
Theme Build the temple; build your future
Key Verses 4:6; 8:3; 9:9-10
Zechariah is second only to Isaiah in its number of messianic passages. Among Zechariah’s explicit references to
Christ in Christ are the angel of the Lord (3:1-2); the righteous Branch (3:8; 6:12-13); the King-Priest (6:13);
Zechariah the cornerstone, tent peg, and bow of battle (10:4); the good shepherd who is sold for thirty pieces of silver
(11:4-13); the pierced One (12:10); and the coming Judge and righteous King (14).
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